
 

  Hood Museum of Art, Dartmouth,  
Welcomes New Deputy Director Alex Bortolot 

 
 

January 12, 2023—Hanover, N.H.— The Hood 
Museum of Art is happy to announce Alex Bortolot 
as just the second deputy director in the museum’s 
history. This position has renewed resonance for 
the museum in the wake of its 2022–26 strategic 
plan, which calls for, among other things, enabling 
greater access to its resources and championing 
museum practices that positively impact staff, 
audience, and environmental wellbeing. As a senior 
staff member at the nexus of the exhibitions, 
collections, digital platforms/media/archives, and 
external relations/operations areas, the deputy 
director will guide and support work with the 
museum’s resources to purposefully expand their 
impact. Bortolot brings over a decade of experience 

in museum content strategy and internal organizational leadership to this task from 
the Minneapolis Institute of Art. He also enjoys a professional homecoming of sorts, 
having previously worked at the Hood Museum as an assistant curator of special 
projects earlier in his career. 
 
John Stomberg, the Virginia Rice Kelsey 1961s Director, says, “We are delighted to 
have Alex join us at the Hood Museum. He is a creative thinker and an eager 
collaborator. He will make a demonstrable contribution to the ongoing work at the 
museum and will no doubt offer ideas for new and interesting projects in keeping 
with the Hood’s goals. His career trajectory at the Minneapolis Institute of Art 
testifies to the power of his vision for the good work of art museums. We look 
forward to welcoming him to our growing team of museum professionals.” 
 
Alex Bortolot says, “I am thrilled to be returning to the Hood Museum, Dartmouth, 
and the Upper Valley. Museums can change the world by modeling collaboration, 
curiosity, and critical dialogue, and the Hood Museum embodies all of these qualities 
through its dynamic relationship with the greater Dartmouth campus. As a product 
of university museum systems myself, I know firsthand the powerful role they play 
as spaces for intellectual and creative growth for learners at all stages of life and 



 

from all places within the community. The chance to serve alongside Director John 
Stomberg and the dedicated and inspiring staff at the Hood Museum is the 
opportunity of a lifetime, and I’m excited to get started.” 
 
An impassioned champion of museums and the communities they serve, Bortolot 
invests deeply in understanding audiences and establishing cultures of transparency, 
collaboration, and experimentation. Prior to his appointment at the Hood Museum of 
Art, he served for the past ten years as content strategist at the Minneapolis 
Institute of Art. There, he worked laterally across the museum’s divisions and 
departments, leading strategic thinking regarding the presentation of its collection of 
nearly 100,000 artworks within its 140 galleries through special exhibitions, digital 
platforms and databases, and communications and publications. He is no stranger to 
the Dartmouth community, having worked as a visiting lecturer on African art in the 
Art History Department and as an assistant curator of special projects at the Hood 
Museum.  
 
Bortolot graduated from Harvard University with a BA in the history of art and 
architecture and holds a PhD in art history from Columbia University. He is a leading 
expert on the arts of the Makonde people of Mozambique and Tanzania, and his 
dissertation on that subject was recognized as an exceptional contribution to the 
field by the Arts Council of the African Studies Association. Bortolot has authored or 
edited articles, books, and exhibition catalogues on topics ranging from socialist 
praxis in post-colonial Mozambique to breathing new life into museum period rooms, 
and he has presented nationally on topics including storytelling, digital publishing, 
community collaboration, and experiential design in museum displays.  
 
About the Hood Museum of Art  
The Hood Museum of Art, Dartmouth, centers art and people in teaching and 
learning through inclusive and robust academic, cultural, and civic engagements 
with art and its histories. It seeks to advance learning, care, and connections 
through the reach and relevance of visual art and material culture as a nexus for the 
exchange of ideas. With its renewed focus on serving Dartmouth’s faculty and 
academic mission, the museum’s expanded facility broadens its reach to students, 
faculty, and departments across campus, while deepening its engagement with its 
longtime stakeholders. It also makes a bolder statement about the significance of 
the arts within the life of Dartmouth and provides the arts district with an arresting 
front door to the Green. 
 
About Dartmouth College 



 

Dartmouth College educates the most promising students and prepares them for a 
lifetime of learning and of responsible leadership, through a faculty dedicated to 
teaching and the creation of knowledge. The Dartmouth model is unique in higher 
education: the fusion of a renowned liberal arts college and robust research 
university where students and faculty partner to take on the world's great 
challenges. Since its founding in 1769, Dartmouth has provided an intimate and 
inspirational setting where talented faculty, students, and staff—diverse in 
background but united in purpose—contribute to the strength of an exciting 
academic community that cuts easily across disciplines. 
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