
FAMILY 
ACTIVITY! 
PHOTOGRAPHIC PORTRAITS 

CIPX Dartmouth  
with Kali Spitzer and Will Wilson

This activity card is recommended for children 6-12 and adults to 
use together while looking at, thinking about, and talking about art 
in this exhibition.

Portraits often feature an image of a person, including the face,  
and they sometimes give us clues about the portrait sitter’s interests and 
personality.

You can tell a lot about a person just by looking at their pose, facial  
expression, clothing, and setting, and the objects included in a por-
trait. You may have photographs of yourself that tell something about you.

What is a tintype?

Native American artists Will Wilson (Diné) and Kali Spitzer (Kaska Dena) 
use a special technique to make a tintype photograph. A tintype is made 
by using a thin sheet of metal and coating it with a dark lacquer (a thick, 
sticky paint). They develop the photographs in complete darkness using 
chemicals. 
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